





Towards Tarragona

The white, seaside town of Sitges rises up to the south of Barcelona and was one of the cradles
of the Catalan art-nouveau movement ?modernisme? as the Museu Cau Ferrat bears out. As we
continue south, we find Tarragona, the main city in southern Catalonia and the heir of Tarraco,
the great Roman bastion of ancient Hispania. The traces of Roman dominion prevail in the
geography of the city; amongst these we highlight the theatre, the forum, the circus and the

praetorium, as well as the extraordinary collections exhibited at the Museu Nacional Arqueologic.
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Catalan Romanesque

Nearly two thousand Romanesuge buildings are scattered over Catalonia, bearing witness to
the most ancient monumental art still in use today. Among these, we highlight the small chur-
ches built in the valleys of the Pyrenees, such as those of Boi, Sant Climent and Santa Maria de
Talll; or the monasteries of Ripoll, Sant Cugat and Sant Pere de Rodes. And, of course, the
collections of mural paintings, frontals, codices, sculptures and other art objects preserved in
the museums of Barcelona, Vic, Girona and La Seu.
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The Cistercian Heritage

The counties of Tarragona have preserved three superb monasteries : Santa Maria de Poblet,
Santes Creus and Santa Maria de Vallbon. All of them were founded in the 12th century by the
Cisterican order. Poblet ( which houses the tombs of the Catalan-Aragonese kings and queens)

and Vallbona continue to operates as religious centres and have opened small guest houses,
ideal for a few days retreat and rest.
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The World Of Dali

The painter Salvador Dali created his own artistic world in Cap de Creus, the sheer, slaty coastli-
ne on the northeastern tip of the Iberian Peninsula. Dali is the ideal focus for one of the many
possible tours of the Costa Brava: here you can visit his theatre-museum in Figueres, his home
in Port-Lligat or his castle in Pubol. And, of course, there is also Cadaques, where Dali spent the
summers of his youth: a beautiful, unspoilt hideaway, which was also frequented by Garcia
Lorca, Bufiuel, Eluard, Magritte, Duchamp and Man Ray.
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Girona

Girona is beginning to be known as the Florence of Catalonia. The refurbishment of its river
front, the restoration of the ancient Jewish Quarter, its resurgence as a university town and a
painstaking and sympathetic process of urban renewal, have made the city an ideal place to live.
New attractions, such as the Museu del Cinema, with its amazing collection of film equipment,
co-exist with splendid monuments of which the Cathedral is the centrepiece —a compendium of
Romanesque, Gothic and Baroque styles? with its Tapestry of the Creation, which shines out in
a blaze of vivid colour. A short distance from Girona, on the coast, a series of charming villages
await the visitor, from Tossa to L'Escala, passing through Sant Feliu, Calella, Tamariu, Begur and
L'Estartit.
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Pre & Post Tours

In the South...

¢ Andalusia...

Coérdoba

Coérdoba and its Mosque, unique in the world tell the history of
one fascinating period. It was started in 780, where the Visigo-
th church of San Vicente was first placed. It was extended seve-
ral times until 987, when it reached the size it has nowadays.
Alter the Reconquest, when Christians had the power again in
Cordoba, they built a Gothic Cathedral on it. The Mosque is a
master piece of the Muslim art.

Another monument, the Synagogue of Cordoba is placed in
the core of the city. It was built in 1315 (5075 in the Jewish
Calendar) in mudejar style..

Seville

Spain's fourth-largest city and the capital of Andalusia, Sevilla
nevertheless maintains the warmth and intimacy of a small
town. To say that Sevilla possesses a rich history would be an
understatement: it has seen the glory of the Roman Empire,
the luxurious sophistication of the Moors, and the Christian
Reconquista, which eventually gave the city what is now the
largest cathedral in the world.We can visit the Torre de Oro,
visit the old Jewish quarter, the Barrio Santa Cruz, with its
winding cobblestone streets and white-washed buildings, and
revel in the Alcdzar, an enchanting Islamic palace. Deeply
rooted traditions such as the convivial Holy Week processions
and flamenco ferias make Sevilla a stimulating place to
visit.Sumptuous cuisine, a vibrant tapas culture, ubiquitous
terraces, a lively nightlife, the most authentic flamenco.
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In the North...

La Rioja

It is culture and scenery, history and life; it is a region whose
very name and wines are fused into one, to form a personal
and unrepeatable symbiosis. The wines of this area come
under the oldest Designation of Origin in Spain, and was the
first zone to boast the superior category of Qualified Designa-
tion of Origin. The Wine ControlBoard exercises strict control
over both vines and wines in order to provide a permanent
guarantee of the fine work of our grape growers and bodegas,
and the fine quality of the wine itself.

Bilbao
The singular location of the city allowed it to continue growing. The maritime business develo- 97
ped rapidly, whilst the original population spread out on both sides of the river.

Designed by the North American architect Frank O. Gehry, this unique Museum built on a
32,500 square meter site in the center of Bilbao represents an amazing construction feat.

On one side it runs down to the waterside of the Nervion River, 16 meters below the level of the
rest of the city of Bilbao.




In the Heart ...

Madrid

Madrid is located in the centre of Spain, is itself the nucleus of
the political, industrial, economic and financial activities of the
country.

Neither close to sea nor verdant plain, or even in a defensive
commanding position, Madrid

sits squarely in the geographical centre of Spain and that was
enough for Philip Il to establish his Crown and Court here
in1561, as symbol of the unification of this, then, turbulent
land. In the four and a half centuries following, Madrid has
grown to become a great city with a cosmopolitan air, home
to a large variety of service industries that operate in an
ambience of a convivial welcome, cultural splendours and a

Toledo

Toledo is the home to world class venues and attractions.
Honoured monument of the Humanity by UNESCO, located at 70 km far from Madrid. Toledo
was the Visigoth Kingdom capital for more than100 years. Very important Muslim city, subordi-
nate to the Caliphate of Cordoba, for more than 3 centuries. Capital of the Reconquest from XI
century. Toledo was the Spain Capital till 1561. The visit includes the following monuments:
Cathedral Santo Tome, SanJuan de la Cruz & Synagogue.
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